ST MARY'S CE(C) FIRST SCHOOL

MARSTON ROAD, WHEATON ASTON

INTERNET POLICY

Benefits of using the Internet in education include:

· Access to  world wide educational resources including museums and art galleries;

· Inclusion in government initiatives such as the DfES ICT in schools and the Virtual Teachers Centre [VTC ] http://vtc.ngfl.gov.uk;

· Educational and cultural exchanges between pupils world wide;

· Access to experts in many fields for pupils and staff;

· Staff professional development through access to national developments, educational materials and good curriculum practice;

· Communication with support services, professional associations and colleagues;

· Improved access to professional support including remote management of networks;

· Exchange of curriculum and administration data with LEA and DfES.

How will we use the Internet to enhance learning?

Internet access will be planned to enrich and extend learning activities. Access levels will be reviewed to reflect curriculum requirements and age of pupils.

Pupils will be taught what Internet use is acceptable and what is not and given clear objectives for Internet use.

Security

If staff or pupils discover unsuitable sites, the address [URL] and content must be reported to the Internet Service Provider via the ICT coordinator.

School should ensure that the use of Internet derived materials by staff and pupils complies with copyright law.

E Mail

Pupils can only use approved e-mail accounts on the school system.

Pupils must immediately tell the teacher if they receive offensive e-mail.

Pupils must not reveal details of themselves or others in e-mail communication such as address or telephone number, or arrange to meet anyone.

Pupils will not be allowed access to chat rooms.

Access 

Access to the Internet will mainly be by adult demonstration with some supervised access to specific, approved on line materials. 

Parents will be informed that pupils will be provided with supervised Internet access. [See sample letter and consent form also Responsible Internet Use poster]

In common with other media such as magazines, books and videos, some material via the Internet is unsuitable for pupils. The school will take all reasonable precautions to ensure that users access only appropriate material. However, due to the international scale and linked nature of Internet content, it is not possible to guarantee that unsuitable material will never appear on a school computer. Neither the school nor Staffordshire  County Council can accept liability for material accessed, or any consequences of Internet access.

The school will work in partnership with parents, LEA, DfES and the Internet Service Provider to ensure systems to protect pupils are reviewed and improved.

All staff must accept the terms of the Responsible Internet Use statement before using any Internet resource in school.

All staff including teachers, supply staff, classroom assistants and support staff, will be provided with the School Internet policy and its importance explained.

The school ICT systems will be reviewed regularly with regard to security.

Virus protection will be installed and updated regularly.

Any complaint about staff misuse must be referred to the Head Teacher.

Parent’s attention will be drawn to the school Internet policy in a newsletter.
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